
Canine Good Citizen Test
The KUSA Canine Good Citizen Test is a programme that is designed to reward
dogs who have good manners at home and in the community and it encourages and
stresses the importance of responsible dog ownership by the owners. Any dog, pure
bred, crossbred or of mixed breeding may take part provided it has had its required
vaccinations.

The KUSA Canine Good Citizen Test is a three part programme comprising of a
Bronze, Silver and Gold Level. These tests are not competitive and lay down the
foundation for KUSA progression to disciplines such as Obedience, Agility, Dog
Jumping etc. Successful participants will receive a KUSA Certificate and Rosette.

We urge owners to make the effort to train their dogs as they will experience the
benefits of their dogs having good manners, responding well to household routines
and they will be a joy to live with.

Bronze Level:

Test 1 ACCEPTING A STRANGER

Test 2 PUTTING ON A COLLAR AND LEAD

Test 3 PRESENT FOR EXAMINATION ON A LEAD

Test 4 GROOM

Test 5 PRAISE/PRESENTATION

Test 6 RELEASE FROM LEAD, PLAY WITH OR WITHOUT TOY,

RECALL AND ATTACH LEAD

Test 7 WALK ON LEAD WITHOUT DISTRACTION

(WALKING ON A LOOSE LEAD)

Test 8 WALK ON LEAD, PASSING THROUGH A DOOR OR GATE

Test 9 WALK ON A LEAD PASSING PEOPLE AND DOGS

Test 10 REACTION TO ANOTHER DOG

Test 11 LIE DOWN AND STAY TO COMMAND

Test 12 REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS

Test 13 SUPERVISED ISOLATION



Silver Level:

Test 1 PLAY WITH DOG.

Test 2 ROAD WORK.

Test 3 REJOIN HANDLER.

Test 4 STAY IN ONE PLACE.

Test 5 VEHICLE CONTROL.

Test 6 COME AWAY FROM DISTRACTIONS.

Test 7 CONTROLLED GREETING.

Test 8 FOOD MANNERS.

Test 9 EXAMINATION OF THE DOG.

Test 10 CARE AND RESPONSIBILTY.

Gold Level

The KUSA Canine Good Citizen Test (Gold) is the highest level of Good Citizenship
and builds upon the skills learned in the Silver Test. The Gold Test is a natural
progression of practical dog training skills and introduces new concepts such as”
relaxed isolation”, “stop the dog” and “send the dog to bed”, exercises, which are
important in everyday life situations. The Gold Test aims to equip handlers with a
greater understanding of their canine companion. In order for the Test to be
meaningful, it must be carried out rigorously. Emphasis must be placed upon the
ability of the handler to handle, care for and generally be responsible for their dog.

Test 1 ROAD WALK.

Test 2 RETURN TO HANDLER’S SIDE.

Test 3 WALK FREE BESIDE HANDLER.

Test 4 STAY IN ONE PLACE.

Test 5 SEND THE DOG TO BED.

Test 6 STOP THE DOG.

Test 7 RELAXED ISOLATION.

Test 8 FOOD MANNERS.

Test 9 EXAMINATION OF THE DOG.

Test 10 CARE AND RESPONSIBILTY.



Explanations:

Bronze
Test 1 ACCEPTING A STRANGER

This Test is to see that a stranger can approach the dog and handler in a casual,
everyday situation. Ignoring the dog, the Evaluator will walk up to the handler and
greet him in a friendly way and shake hands. The dog must show no signs of
resentment or shyness and must not leave his position to go to the stranger. Sitting
politely for petting by a friendly stranger, with the dog sitting at the handler’s side, the
Evaluator pats the dog only on the head and body, and then circles the dog and
handler which completes the Test. The dog must not show shyness or resentment.

Test 2 PUTTING ON A COLLAR AND LEAD

The dog should have a well fitting buckle or slip collar of leather, fabric or chain.
Special collars such as “pinch” or “spike” collars are not permitted. The lead must be
either leather or fabric.

Test 3 PRESENT FOR EXAMINATION ON A LEAD

The purpose of this Test is to see if the dog can be examined by a Judge or a Vet
without it becoming aggressive or flinching. On a lead the handler will present the
dog to the Evaluator for a gentle examination of its mouth, teeth, throat, eyes, ears
and feet.

Test 4 GROOM

The Evaluator will inspect the dog to see if it appears healthy, is clean and groomed
and will permit a stranger such as a vet or groomer to examine it. The Evaluator then
combs or brushes the dog and lightly examines the ears and front of each foot to see
if it will accept grooming from someone other than its owner

NB. A table may be used for the examination of those dogs which are customarily
judged on a table (Test 3 & 4)

Test 5 PRAISE/PRESENTATION

The Test is to demonstrate that a dog can be calmed easily following praise or play
and can leave the Test in a well mannered fashion. The handler may praise the dog
verbally, by petting, by playing with a toy and/or via a favourite trick, in the allowed
ten (10) seconds of play and then must calm the dog for the next test.



Test 6 RELEASE FROM LEAD, PLAY WITH OR WITHOUT TOY, RECALL
AND ATTACH LEAD

The purpose of this Test is to see if a dog can play happily off lead and be recalled
and be put back on lead. The handler will release the dog from the lead and either
play with it or throw some object for it to fetch and play with, then recall the dog and
place back on lead.

Test 7 WALK ON LEAD WITHOUT DISTRACTION (WALKING ON A
LOOSE LEAD)

The purpose of this Test is to demonstrate that the handler is in control. The dog
must be on the left side of the handler but need not be in the “heel” position. There
should be no doubt that the dog’s attention is on the handler and it responds to
movements and changes of direction. The course taken must include a left turn, right
turn, an about turn, a stop in between and at the end of the Test. The dog does not
have to be perfectly aligned with the handler, nor sit when the handler stops.

Test 8 WALK ON LEAD, PASSING THROUGH A DOOR OR GATE

The dog should walk confidently through the door/gate and should not shy away
from it.

Test 9 WALK ON A LEAD PASSING PEOPLE AND DOGS

This Test is to demonstrate that the dog should have no difficulty in walking through
pedestrian traffic. The dog should walk around close to at least four (4) persons one
of whom should have a dog. The dog may show interest in the strangers and the
dog, but should continue to walk without any evidence of shyness or over
exuberance and should not be pulling at the lead. Throughout this Test the handler
may encourage, praise or talk to the dog.

Test 10 REACTION TO ANOTHER DOG

This Test is to demonstrate the proper behaviour in the presence of other dogs.
Starting at a distance of ten (10) metres from each other, two handlers walk towards
each other, meet, stop, shake hands, exchange a few words and continue for about
five (5) metres. The dogs should demonstrate only casual interest. Neither dog
should go to the other dog or handler.

Test 11 LIE DOWN AND STAY TO COMMAND

This Test is to demonstrate that the dog has some training and will respond to the
handler’s commands. Taking reasonable time, the handler commands the dog first to



“sit” and then to “lie down”, using as many commands as he likes. He must not force
the dog into position. The “stay” command is then given and the handler walks about
seven (7) metres from the dog and returns at a natural walking pace to the dog,
which must maintain its position until the handler returns and the Evaluator gives
permission for the dog to move.

Test 12 REACTION TO DISTRACTIONS

This Test is to demonstrate the dog is confident at all times when facing a
distraction. The Evaluator must select two (2) of the following for this Test (they need
not be the same for each dog).

1. Simulation of a handicapped person with crutches, a walker or a wheelchair
(manual or motorised).

2. Sudden opening or closing of a door or solid gate.
3. Dropping a large book or similar object behind the dog but no closer than

three (3) metres.
4. A jogger passing in front of the dog.
5. Good natured pushing or shoving or animated talk, excited talk and back

slapping by people, with the dog and handler passing within three (3) metres.
6. Someone pushing a pram, or shopping cart from the front or rear and passing

within two (2) metres of the dog and handler.
7. A cyclist passing in front or from the rear within two (2) metres of the dog and

handler.
8. The dog may express natural curiosity and interest and may startle, but

should not panic, try to run away, show aggressiveness or bark.

Test 13 SUPERVISED ISOLATION

This Test is to demonstrate a dog can be left alone if necessary, whilst maintaining
its training and good manners. Evaluators are encouraged to say something like
“would you like me to watch your dog while you make your call?”, both to add a
touch of reality and to accentuate the fact that leaving a dog tied up and
unsupervised is not condoned. The dog will be attached to a two (2) metre line. It
does not have to stay in position but should not continually bark, whine, howl, pace
unnecessarily or show any behaviour with a mild agitation or nervousness.

NB. Tests 12 & 13 may be conducted in a group.



Silver
Test 1 PLAY WITH DOG.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will play with its handler. Play is an extra
dimension to a dog’s life and can be a used to make training fun. When instructed to
do so the handler should commence to play with the dog. Play should be under the
handler’s control and if it involves articles the dog should readily give them up. Play
should be appropriate to the dog under test but should not include any fighting.
Formal retrieves will not be deemed as appropriate play. Note: It is recommended
that the Evaluator commence with this test.

Test 2 ROAD WORK.

This is to demonstrate that the dog has the ability to walk on lead under control. This
test should be carried out at a suitable outdoor location and an occasional tight lead
will be acceptable. The handler and dog should walk along a pavement, execute a
turn, and then stop at the kerb where the dog should remain steady and controlled.
Having observed the Highway Code, they should proceed to the other side, turn and
continue walking. Distractions are incorporated, such as normal passing traffic. Note:
The turns are only tests of ability to change direction.

Test 3 REJOIN HANDLER.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will remain steady when the handler leaves the
dog but the dog will rejoin the handler when instructed to do so. Having left the dog
and moved approximately 10 paces away, when directed to do so, the handler
should call the dog. Having rejoined, the dog should stop close to the handler in any
position, the lead shall be replaced. Note: The dog should not rejoin until instructed,
but minor anticipation will be acceptable.

Test 4 STAY IN ONE PLACE.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will stay on the spot while the handler moves
away. The handler should place the dog with the lead attached in any position of
their choice. Upon instruction, having quietly dropped the lead, the handler will move
a distance of 5 paces away for a period of 2 minutes. Note: This is a test to see if the
dog will stay in one place without changing position. Minor movements and slight
changes of position are acceptable.

Test 5 VEHICLE CONTROL.

This is to demonstrate that the handler can get the dog in and out of a vehicle in a
controlled manner. Without pulling, the dog should be taken on a lead towards a
vehicle and remain steady whilst the handler opens the vehicle door. The dog should
not attempt to get in until instructed to and should enter willingly. Thereafter, the door
should be closed. The handler, Evaluator and, if necessary, a driver will get into the



vehicle. The engine should be started and run for a short time to enable the
Evaluator to assess the effect upon the dog which at all times should remain quiet,
relaxed, and under control. The dog will then be instructed to exit in an orderly
manner. The handler should then close the door and leave the vehicle with the dog
calmly under control. Note: Only dogs that are physically able should be invited to
jump into the vehicle. Where appropriate, dogs may be lifted in and out of the
vehicle.

Test 6 COME AWAY FROM DISTRACTIONS.

This is to demonstrate that the handler has control over the dog when there are
distractions. The handler should take the dog, on lead, to a gathering of people with
dogs also on lead. When instructed to do so, the lead should be removed, and the
handler should walk or run away calling the dog, which should return without delay
and be placed on the lead.  Note: Dogs of an unruly nature should not take part in
this test or be part of the group

Test 7 CONTROLLED GREETING.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will not jump up at visitors etc, The Evaluator, or
helper, will greet the dog as might be done when entering a house. During this
greeting, should the dog jump up, the handler must be able to make the dog cease
doing so. Note: The examiner should not incite the dog to jump up; a dog that does
not jump up will pass. A dog showing poor temperament will not pass.

Test 8 FOOD MANNERS.

This is to demonstrate that the dog has good manners when aware of peoples’ food.
Food should be handled or consumed while the dog, on a loose lead, is taken in
close proximity to it. The dog should not unduly respond to this temptation (i.e. not to
beg for food or steal). Note: The Evaluator should be satisfied that the dog has been
taken close enough to the food to be aware of it.

Test 9 EXAMINATION OF THE DOG.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will allow inspection by a stranger as might be
undertaken by a veterinary surgeon. The dog on lead will be required to be placed
for inspection of mouth, throat, eyes, ears, and feet when standing, sitting or lying
down as required. Other than mild avoidance the dog should allow inspection without
concern. Note: It is the responsibility of the training officials/ evaluator to ensure that
only suitable dogs take this test.

NOTE      A TABLE MAY BE USED FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THOSE DOGS
WHICH ARE CUSTOMARILY JUDGED ON A TABLE (TEST 9)



Test 10 CARE AND RESPONSIBILTY.

This is to demonstrate that the handler has a good understanding of the
responsibility required to care for their dog and the responsibility with regards to their
neighbors and community. The handler will be asked questions by the Evaluator
from Section 1 of the nonscheduled document titled “Care and Responsibility”.  The
questions should not be phrased in an ambiguous manner and where necessary,
examiners should rephrase the same question in an attempt to bring out the correct
answer from the handler. Note: The handler should be able to give six out of ten
correct answers from the Care and Responsibility Document Section 1.



Gold Level
The KUSA Canine Good Citizen Test (Gold) is the highest level of Good Citizenship
and builds upon the skills learned in the Silver Test. The Gold Test is a natural
progression of practical dog training skills and introduces new concepts such as”
relaxed isolation”, “stop the dog” and “send the dog to bed”, exercises, which are
important in everyday life situations. The Gold Test aims to equip handlers with a
greater understanding of their canine companion. In order for the Test to be
meaningful, it must be carried out rigorously. Emphasis must be placed upon the
ability of the handler to handle, care for and generally be responsible for their dog.

Test 1 ROAD WALK.

This is to demonstrate that the dog has the ability to walk on lead beside the handler
and for the handler to determine the speed of the walk. The test should be carried
out at a suitable outdoor location and an occasional tight lead will be acceptable. The
handler and dog should walk along a pavement, execute a turn, and then stop at the
curb where the dog should remain steady and controlled. On command from the
evaluator they should proceed to cross the road whilst observing the traffic code. On
reaching the other side of the road, they should turn and continue walking, making a
few changes of pace from normal to slow or fast pace. The handler and dog should
then return back across the road to the starting point of the exercise. Distractions
should be incorporated to include passing vehicles, bicycles, people, wheelchairs,
prams, etc.

Note: The turns are only a test of ability to change direction.

Test 2 RETURN TO HANDLER’S SIDE.

This is to demonstrate that the handler is able to bring the dog back under close
control during a walk off lead. With the dog off lead and not less than ten paces
away, upon instruction from the Evaluator, the dog will be called back to the walking
handler’s side and both should continue together the dog under control for
approximately ten paces. Note: The dog moving loosely at the handler’s side, but
under control, is quite acceptable and there should not be a halt to complete the test.

Test 3 WALK FREE BESIDE HANDLER.

This is to demonstrate that the dog is able to walk free next to the handler as if
walking in a park. This is not a heelwork exercise but a test of control while the dog
is off lead walking next to the handler for approximately forty paces. The dog should
be in near proximity to the handler. Two changes of direction should take place and
there should be a distraction of another handler passing with a dog on a lead. When
instructed by the Evaluator the dog will be placed back on the lead to finish the test.
Note: The changes of direction are right and left turns without formality.



Test 4 STAY IN ONE PLACE.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will remain at the down position on the spot while
the handler moves away for two minutes, whilst being both in and out of sight. The
stay should be tested off lead and the handler will be requested to move out of sight
for about 30 seconds. Whilst in sight the handlers should be approximately ten paces
away from their dogs.   Note: The dogs should remain in the down position in one
spot.

Test 5 SEND THE DOG TO BED.

This is to demonstrate that the handler has control over the dog that might be
required in the home. The handler will provide the dog’s bed, blanket, mat or article
of clothing etc. The handler should place the dog’s bed in a place determined by the
Evaluator. The handler will stand approximately ten paces away from the bed. On
the instruction of the Evaluator, the handler should send the dog to go to the item of
bedding. The dog should remain there until the Evaluator is satisfied that the dog is
settled.  Note: The dog is not being sent to bed in disgrace. Where possible this test
should be conducted indoors. The item of bedding used should be suitable for the
dog being tested and no enticement using toys or food should be used.

Test 6 STOP THE DOG.

This is to demonstrate that the handler has the ability to stop the dog at a distance in
an emergency situation. With the dog off lead and at a distance of not less than ten
paces away the handler will be instructed by the Evaluator to stop the dog, on the
spot, in any position. Note: The dog is expected to respond immediately but if
moving at speed, will be allowed a reasonable distance to come to a stop.

Test 7 RELAXED ISOLATION.

This is to demonstrate that the dog is relaxed when left in isolation. During such
times the dog should not become agitated, unduly restless or defensive. The handler
should fasten the dog to a line of approximately two metres and then to move out of
sight for between two to five minutes as directed by the Evaluator. Several dogs can
be tested at the same time, provided there is sufficient space between the dogs. It is
acceptable for the dogs to move around during isolation, however should the dog
whine, howl, bark or indulge in any disruptive activities, the dog will fail this test.
Note: Dogs should be tested for their relaxed behaviour in isolation without any prior
controls having been imposed by the handler before leaving. This is not a stay
exercise and handlers may settle their dogs before leaving. This is a practical test
and no enticements of food, toys or blankets may be used during this test.



Test 8 FOOD MANNERS.

This is to demonstrate that the dog can be fed in an orderly manner. The handler will
offer food to the dog either by hand or in a bowl. The dog must wait for permission to
eat. After a three to five second pause the handler will be asked to give the dog the
command to eat. Note: The dog should not eat until given permission, however if the
dog attempts to do so, it is acceptable for the handler to restrain the dog by using
voice commands only.

Test 9 EXAMINATION OF THE DOG.

This is to demonstrate that the dog will allow inspection by a stranger as might be
undertaken by a veterinary surgeon. The dog on lead will be required to be placed
for inspection of mouth, throat, eyes, ears, and feet when standing, sitting or lying
down as required. Other than mild avoidance the dog should allow inspection without
concern. Note: It is the responsibility of the training officials/ evaluator to ensure that
only suitable dogs take part in this test.

NOTE    A TABLE MAY BE USED FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THOSE DOGS
WHICH ARE CUSTOMARILY JUDGED ON A TABLE

Test 10 CARE AND RESPONSIBILTY.

This is to demonstrate that the handler has a good understanding of the
responsibility required to care for their dog and the responsibility with regards to their
neighbours and community. The handler will be asked questions by the Evaluator
from Section 2 of the non-scheduled document titled “Care and Responsibility”.  The
questions should not be phrased in an ambiguous manner and where necessary,
examiners should rephrase the question in an attempt to bring out the correct
answer from the handler. Note: The handler should be able to give six out of ten
correct answers from the Care and Responsibility Document Section 2.


